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Ideas find mentors at IIT-B summit  

Hindustan Times (Mumbai) 

MUMBAI: The three-day entrepreneurship summit organised by the E-cell of the Indian Institute of 

Technology, Bombay (IIT-B), kicked off on Friday.  

ARIJIT SEN/HT A 

mentor interacts with participants at a workshop during the Entrepreneurship Summit at IIT-B on Friday.  

The inaugural day saw workshops focusing in teaching participants the basics of startups, including idea 

generation, management risks and customer interaction.  

The workshop will go on till February 1, where students will pitch their entrepreneurial ideas and develop them 

through a lean methodology, which involves creating more value for customers with fewer resources and by 

eliminating the risks of losing the invested capital.  

A three-day Hackathon competition, in which around 60 participants will learn to develop software and mobile 

applications focused on social problems, also started on Friday.  

The participants will present their ideas on 10 issues, including sanitation, non-uniformity of commodity prices, 

areas prone to particular diseases, among others.  

On Saturday, Amit Agarwal, country head, Amazon India, will s peak on Innovating on Behalf of the Customer: 

Amazon Approach, while Ridham Desai, MD, Morgan Stanley will speak on How Entrepreneurs Can Turn On 

The Economy. Neeraj Gupta, founder, Meru Cabs, will participate in a panel discussion.  

Ajeet Khurana, chief executive officer, Society for Innovation & Entrepreneurship (SINE), IIT-B said, “With 

competitions that allow entrepreneurs to pitch their ideas directly to potential investors, the e-summit is trying 

to create a model to help deserving entrepreneurship ideas flourish.”  
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Defence secy gets additional charge as DRDO head  

Hindustan Times (Jaipur) 

AHMEDABAD: After sacking Avinash Chander as head of Defence research and development organisation 

(DRDO) and secretary Defence research and development, the Modi administration asked defence secretary RK 

Mathur to hold additional charge for three months.  

The appointments committee of the cabinet (ACC) headed by PM Modi issued order assigning additional 

charge to Mathur.  

According to the ACC order, Mathur will hold the charge of secretary, department of Defence research and 

development, for three months after the current incumbent Avinash Chander relinquishes the charge for three 

months or until further orders.  

PM lauds scientists for successful test-firing of Agni-V 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/india/pm-lauds-scientists-for-successful-test-firing-of-agni-v_1539256.html 

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday hailed scientists for the successful test-firing of 'Agni-

V' and said the missile is a prized asset for the country's forces. 

"Successful test-firing of Agni V from a canister makes the missile a prized asset for our forces. I salute our 

scientists for their efforts," he tweeted. 

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley also lauded the efforts of scientists and engineers in successful test-firing of 

Agni-V, a nuclear-capable missile. 

"Congrats! to the team of scientists and engineers for successfully test firing of Agni-V, the nuclear capable 

missile and making India proud," Jaitley tweeted. 

India successfully test-fired the canister version of its indigenously developed, intercontinental surface-to-

surface nuclear capable ballistic missile 'Agni-V`, which has a strike range of over 5000 kms and can carry a 

nuclear warhead of over one tonne, from Wheeler's Island off Odisha coast. 

Sterlite Technologies signs agreement with IIT Madras and IIT 

Kanpur 

http://www.teleanalysis.com/news/sterlite-signs-agreement-with-iit-madras-and-iit-kanpur-12466.html 

Sterlite Technologies have signed agreement with IIT Kanpur and IIT Madras for collaborative research in 

ultra-high speed broadband. 

Sterlite Technologies together with IIT Madras and IIT Kanpur has announced multi-year fellowship programs 

and grants to encourage collaborative research. 

To strengthen India’s investments in broadband technology research, Sterlite also announced an annual seed 

fund of $100,000. This will be awarded to promising new Indian start-ups, working on innovative broadband 
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deployment technologies. The company also inaugurated 35,000 square feet centre of excellence (CoE) in 

Aurangabad. 

Commenting on the development, Dr Anand Agarwal, CEO, Sterlite Technologies said, “Sterlite is uniquely 

positioned at the confluence of government’s vision of Digital India, Make in India, and 100 Smart Cities, and 

the initiatives announced today are aimed at furthering India’s broadband research muscle. Having delivered 

over 40 percent of India’s fiber network, Sterlite is playing an integral role in National Broadband projects, as 

well as the backhauling of all data on 3G/4G/fixed networks.” 

Inaugurating the CoE, Dr APJ Abdul Kalam said, “My greetings to all of you for your research, development 

and production of optical fiber glass technology. I would urge all of you government, public and private 

institutions to evolve a roadmap to bring a high speed Wi-Fi access to villages combining OFC, Wi-MAX, Wi-

Fi and 3G/4G connectivity.” 

“Through this collaborative partnership, we will explore new ideas and create unique solutions for broadband 

deployment in India,” said Prof Krishnan Balasubramanian, dean, Industrial Consultancy and Sponsored 

Research, IIT Madras. 

“We are excited to partner with Sterlite Technologies. This research and development effort in advanced optical 

transmission technologies is a natural fit to IIT Kanpur,” added Prof Siddhartha Panda, associate dean, 

Industrial Collaboration, IIT Kanpur. 

 

 

 

 


